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Dear Friends,

It all now seems so unreal, looking
back. But there really was a time when
it appeared periloudy asif Kelham Is-
land Museum was going to close. It
was area last minute rescue by the for-
mation of a Trust (Sir Norman Adsetts
coming over the hill in his Simplex at
the head of the cavalry?) which turned
things round and, through the skill and
energy of John Hamshere, started the
process of building the Museum up to
what we have now, and, even more so,
what we are going to have on comple-
tion of the current improvements. The
climb back into sustainability really did
begin with the Kelham Trust hanging
on by the tips of their fingers. The
original Trustees deserve the City®
thanks. We can now see, if we ever
doubted it, how worthwhile was the
saving of our industrial museum.

Looking back in another direction, Ab-
beydale Industrial Hamlet DID close.
We had several months, or wasit years,
of frenzied activity with the preparation
of reports, plans, costings, and pro-
grammes for recovery. We petitioned
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the Council and the Councillors. We
enlisted as much influence as could be
found to @Quide@hose with the power
into making the right decisions. And, of
course, the answer of how to get out of
the mire was there al thetime in the
demonstration provided by the Kelham
Trust.

The formation of the Sheffield Indus-
trial Museums Trust from the Kelham
Museum Trust was the final twist in the
long uphill path to recovery. SIMT
took over the operation of Abbeydale
Works and Shepherd Wheel and the rot
was stopped. There has been a huge
programme of restoration and mainte-
nance carried out at Abbeydale and it
can once again take pride of place as
the magjor, world class, industrial heri-
tage sitein the city.

The efforts made by the SIMT staff in
putting our industrial history back
where it can be seen for the benefit of
current and future generations of our
citizens, inheritors of a glorious past,
cannot be over stated. We haveto be
grateful for all that has been achieved.
Also let us not forget the part played by
the Abbeydale and Shepherd Wheel

Stewards for Shepherd Wheel

SIMT have made a commitment to
open Shepherd wheel to the public on a
number of Sundays next year— usually
once amonth. To open it more often
would require our support.

Members are invited to join arotato
act as volunteer stewards. Training will
be provided by SIMT and members of
the committee will also be on-hand to
give extra support.

The walk through the Porter Valley is
one of the most popular walksin the
area. It has been featured on the BBC
Local History web sitein “A walk

through time”
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/southyorkshire/
i_love_sy/localhistory)

This provide us with a golden opportu-
nity to engage the public in helping to
preserve thislocal industrial treasure
and give a voice to those people who
think it is a disgrace that it has been
allowed to fall into such a sad state of
disrepair. If you feel you can support
us by giving up afew hours at the
weekends to carry out this work please
contact Ann Sheward (Secretary) on
0114 2 747 570
or e-mail fosm@tilthammer.com
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Action Trust. At onetimeit seemed as
if all that stood between Abbeydale and
an abyss was ASWAT. All who
showed concern for, and faith in, Ab-
beydale as a coreitem in Sheffield®
homage to those who made the city
what it is, and joined ASWAT, areto
be thanked.

And now ASWAT has €@ome of age©
Asatrust it has been wound up, but
only to be re-incarnated as the Friends
of Sheffield Industrial Museums. We
look forward to the Friends being a
lively group with aninterest in all that
the Sheffield Industrial Museums Trust
is doing. Thank you for joining the
Friends so promptly on formation. This
isour first Newsletter and | hope it will
engage your interest for things to come.
The industrial museums are part of
Sheffield®pride. AsaFriend | hope
you will be feeling that pride in double
measure. As a Friend | hope we will
see you at future events to which you
will bring new ideas and new recruits.
AsaFriend | trust we can call on your
help as our Museums grow and pros-
per, for although much has been
achieved, thereis still much to be done.

Contact Information

Sheffield Industrial Museums Trust,
Kelham Island Museum,

Alma Street’

Off Corporation Street,

Sheffield S3 8RY

Telephone 0114 2 722 106

FoSIM
c/o SIMT at the above address.

Abbeydale Industrial Hamlet
Abbeydale Road South
Sheffield S7 2QW

Telephone 0114 2 367 731

Web Sites
SIMT  www..simt.co.uk
FoSIM  www.simt.co.uk/friends
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Behind the Scenes at Kelham Island

Museum

FoSIM members set off on the guided tour of Kelham Isand

On the evening of Tuesday March 30th
we were invited to Kelham Island Mu-
seum for the first meeting for FoSIM
members. We were welcomed to the
museum by John Hamshere, the Chief
Executive of SIMT, and other members
of the SIMT staff.

Following a buffet in the museum cafe,
John gave us the latest information on
the recent developments planned to
take place at Kelham following the suc-
cessful lottery bid. Hethen gave usa
conducted tour of the museum, high-
lighting the areas to be covered by the
developments. Particular attention was
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given to the construction of a mezza-
nine floor overlooking the workshop
area off the main gallery. This new area
will allow visitors to the museum to see
work in progress on restoration of
large itemsin the museum’s collection
prior to them being put out on perma-
nent display.

We were also taken up to the brand
new collections storage facility, high
above the exhibitions galleries.. Many
of the SIMT collections staff were on
hand to answer questions and explain
how the new facilities are used.

All the visiting members were
extremely grateful for this op-
portunity to explore behind the
scenes and to discuss their own
particular areas of interest with
the SIMT staff.

John Hamsher e explains
some of the construction
work which will be taking
place following the success-
ful Lottery bid.

Advance Notice of
events in 2005
at Sheffield Industrial
Museums

“SCIENCE WEEKS” AT KELHAM
March 2005
Leaflet available February

Easter Sunday 27 March
Abbeydale Industrial Hamlet opens
for the 2005 Summer Season

Easter Monday 28 to Thursday
31 March
At Kelham Island Museum
Easter Family Activity Days
See leaflet in February

ABBEYDALE
LIVING HISTORY SUNDAYS

19" Century Living History Days
with different themes for the public
will be held at the Hamlet on the
following Sundays:

1 May, 5 June, 3 July, 7 August, 4
September and 2 October
Look out for the leaflet in April

Holiday Monday 2 May
At Kelham Island Museum
KELHAM FOLKFEST 2005
10" anniversary festival of tradi-
tional music and dance in conjunc-
tion with the South Riding Folk Net-
work. Real Ale Bar by Fat Cat.
11.30 am to 5. 30 pm
See leaflet in April

CHILDRENS ACTIVITIES
at Kelham Island Museum

Every Tuesday and Wednesday
during 2005 Sheffield School
Holidays

Kelham hosts various holiday ac-
tivities for children on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays - please contact
the Museum for details before each
holiday period. There will usually
be a small charge to take part.
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From the Collection:

1926 Model B Ner-a-Car Motorcycle

The unusual name ‘Ner-a-car’ isapun
on the name of its American designer
Carl A Neracher. The unconventional
design aimed to be as ‘near acar’ as
possible.

The Ner-a-car was built in Britain un-
der license by Sheffield Simplex, fa-
mous for production of the luxury Sim-
plex motor car. From 1921-22 Ner-a-
cars were manufactured at Fitzwilliam
Works, Tindey and also at Finningley,
south of Doncaster. In late 1922 Shef-
field Simplex moved production of
Ner-a-cars to Kingston-upon-Thames
where manufacture continued until
1926.

The Ner-a-car was marketed for its
clean, safe and quiet ride ‘equally suit-
able for both sexes'. The partialy en-
closed design offered alevel of comfort
that particularly appealed to the lady
driver. The indirect steering enabled the
driver to ride hands-free, refill a pipe or
even read a newspaper whilst on the
movel!

Sheffield Industrial Museums Trust's
1926 model, registration number
WB7160, has a 285cc two-stroke en-
gine, weighs 190lb, and would origi-
nally have been fitted with gaslights.
The Ner a car was acquired for the col-
lection by Kelham Iland Museum in

“Gojust asyou are on your Ner-a-
car”
(advertising slogan)

1978. Since thistime it has periodically
been on display and has taken part in
the Vintage Motorcycle Club Banbury
Run, along with 10 other Ner-a-cars, to
celebrate its 80th anniversary in 2001.
Sheffield Industrial Museums Trust
transport collection also includes a
Model C Ner-a-car, acquired in 1983.

The two Ner-a-cars will soon leave the
stores to be displayed in the new Trans-
port Gallery at Kelham Island Museum
alongside the Wilkin Motor Cycle, the
Sheffield Simplex, Charron Laycock
and the Richardson Car.

An apprehensiverider
leavesthe assembly
areafor the start of
the 2001 Banbury
Run.
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Abbeydale
Industrial Hamlet

The second FOSIM Members Event
took place on the evening of Tuesday
October 5th when Abbeydale Industrial
Hamlet was opened up for aguided
tour . We wereinvited to hear SIMT
Chief Executive John Hamshere report
on the work which has been taking
place at the Hamlet over the last couple
of years.

The repairs to the water wheels and
pentroughs and chimneys were de-
scribed. We were then given the details
behind the regular rising and lowering
of the water levelsin the dam as repairs
were carried out to seal the leak which
had been allowing water to flow
through the dam wall into the Grinding
Hull. The latest information is that the
dam repair seems to have been success-
ful and now plans can be madeto re-
stock the dam with fish nest Spring.

John outlined the Educational develop-
ments which had been taking place at
the Hamlet and then went on to outline
some ideas for the future.

Thetour concluded in the car park with
John describing his hopes for a new
Education Centre which might be con-
structed if a suitable design could be
produced and appropriate funding can
be obtained.

The meeting ended with a question and
answer session with members raising
their observations and suggestions for
future developments at the Hamlet.
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Iron Working and
Arches

The latest event for FOSIM members
which took place at Abbeydale Indus-
trial Hamlet on the afternoon of Sunday
October 24th. We were able to take ad-
vantage of an Educational event being
prepared for the following day in which
FoSIM members Andrew Renwick and
Professor Francis Evans would be tak-
ing part. They agreed to provide dem-
onstrations of their events for FoSIM
members.

Andrew, of the Ridgeway Forge gave a
demonstration of wrought iron forging.
He set up his portable forge hearth with
electric blower and carried out arange
of forging activitiesinvolved in the
production of wrought iron decorative
garden furniture. He then took on June
Morphew-Simm as an “apprentice” and
showed June how to heat, forge and
bend the iron bars.

Professor Francis Evans gave afasci-
nating demonstration of the theory and
practice of bridge, arch and cantilever
construction. Francis used a wide vari-
ety of modelsto show how the skills
and knowledge of the engineers devel-

B.A.B.A.

BABA (Beauchief Abbey Barns Asso-
ciation) was set up last summer to cre-
ate a voice for the many local individu-
als and societies which were enraged at
the Property Services department of the
City Council’ s determined attempt to
sell off the old Barns next to Beauchief
Abbey. Itisabeautiful siteand would
command alarge price as housing. But
it would spoil things for everyone else.

FOSIM has lent its support to BABA
alongside other important local groups
like the Hunter Archaeological Society,
the Beauchief Environment Group, and
Friends of Ecclesall Woods. A glance
at the map will show why FOSIM sup-
ports BABA. Abbeydale Hamlet liesa
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oped over time to allow the construc-
tion of magnificent vaulted roofsin
cathedrals and the spanning of river
estuaries using cantilevers and suspen-
sion systems.

Refreshments were available through-
out the afternoon and we were blessed
with clear blue sunny skies all after-
noon.

Next year will see more specia events
for the FOSIM members at other ven-
ues, so please take the opportunity to
come aong and join in. The committee
would welcome any suggestions for
future events.

Andrew Renwick and hislatest ap-
prentice, June M or phew-Simm.

Beauchief Abbey Barns Association

few hundred yards from the Abbey and
the Beauchief Canons were prominent
in developing industry along the River
Sheaf — just across the river from Ab-
beydale is Smithy Meadow, a name
unlikely to have been chosen at ran-
dom!

BABA has put forward an alternative
Planning Application for the Barns.

We see it as an opportunity to have a
community resource — seminar rooms,
asmall exhibition centre, storage for
BEG'stools, and toilets for the many
walkers (and golfers) who would other-
wise be avery long way from comfort.
English Heritage has reported favoura-

Advance Notice of
Forthcoming Events

Tuesday 12th April 2005
At Kelham I sland Museum

FoSIM Annual General Meeting
Annual report, election of officers and
Guest Speaker (details to be an-
nounced later).

April 2005
At Shepherd Wheel

What is Happening at Shepherd
Wheel

A report and discussion of the latest
situation with the dam, the wheel and
the grinding hulls.

May 2005
Visit to Wortley Top Forge

A Sunday visit to the water powered
forge on the River Don at Wortley.

A full calendar of public events at
the Sheffield Industrial Museumsis
available on the inter net at

www.simt.co.uk/events

bly and so has the Council’s Develop-
ment Department.

The crunch is close — Property Services
is hell bent on taking these Barns out of
the community domain. Please, act as
individuals and act soon.

Contact your Councillor. Write in pro-
test to the Council’ s Planning Commit-
tee (Mr Les Sturch, Head of Planning
Division, Howden House, 1 Union St,
S12SH.) Writeto thelocal press.

Think. If the Barns go, what next?

For more information, ring
Francis Evans on 2585346.




